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Extended Abstract 

Objective: Housing is one of the most important indicators of physical development. Thus, the rate of 

achieving the desired situation in housing is considered as one of the indicators of economic development 

in the world. Housing indicators are the most important and key tools in housing planning and play a key 

role in the quality and quantity of housing planning. Up-to-date identification and classification in 

accordance with their global standard require that these indicators be categorized and analyzed according 

to their role and function in different groups. In Iran, the housing indicators used in decision-making 

centers have remained unchanged for a long time. Moreover, the measurement, efficiency and correction 

of these indicators in accordance with today’s circumstances have been neglected, which can be the 

source of many problems in the housing sector. Thus, the problem of the present study, despite the 

importance of the housing sector in all dimensions, is to identify and analyze effective indicators in the 

housing sector and explain these indicators in urban housing planning in Iran over 40 years (1978 to 

2017). 

Methods: The present article is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive in terms of method. The 

general approach is qualitative content analysis whereby documents and reports, upstream documents 

including economic, social and cultural development plans and comprehensive housing plans and other 

documents related to the subject of housing are examined. In the first place, the existing indicators in the 

database of housing data in the Statistics Center of Iran between the years 1978-2017 were extracted. The 

type of indicators available in each decade in relation to the upstream plans and policies adopted for 

housing at that time was examined and the extraction of housing components based on internal and 

external backgrounds, external samples including UN Habitat and World Bank as well as plans and 

policies were performed. Then we categorized the indicators of Iran under them. In the analysis section, 

to better clarify and understand the matter, the graphs related to the statistical means prepared in SPSS 

and Excel software were used. 
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Results: Housing indices between 1978-1980 show standard indices of quantitative housing in proportion 

of 19%, facilities in proportion of 12%, access to municipal services in proportion of 30%, financial aid 

and bank facilities in proportion of 12%, ownership in proportion 12%. In the 1960s, the indicators of 

renting with a ratio of 22%, provision of low-income housing with a ratio of 34% and land with a ratio of 

6% were significantly considered, which was ignored in the 1950s. Furthermore, the category of housing 

stock had an index with a ratio of 30% in this decade, and the ratio of indicators of the standard category 

of quantitative housing was 71% and access to urban services with a ratio of 70%. And in the 1970s, the 

optimal use of land and regular urban development, which is in line with the indicators of the previous 

decade, has also become very important. In this decade, compared to the previous, in terms of production 

/ construction permits from 18 to 35 percent, durability and materials from 22 to 42 percent, land from 6 

to 21 percent, ownership from 15 to 22 percent and construction costs from 16 to 24 have increased. In 

the 1980s compared to the 1970s, the facilities indices increased from 15 to 32 percent, the land indices 

from 21 to 43 percent and the ownership indices from 23 to 38 percent, and on the other hand in the 

production / construction license, durability and materials as well as construction costs indices have 

decreased. Also in the 1990s, the number of titles on the indicators of quantitative standards of housing, 

access to municipal services, and financial aid and banking facilities were ignored. Although the 

indicators related to renting, low standard of living, provision of low-income housing, production / 

construction license, durability and materials, land and ownership have decreased, the titles of indicators 

of construction costs have increased. 

Conclusion: The indicators in these decades are similar and have not changed much over time and have 

remained constant and traditional. Changing these indicators in housing planning in Iranian cities is 

necessary. 
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