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Extended Abstract 

Objective: Cities and urban spaces can be either positive or negative locations for children. Neighborhoods must 

ideally be social places for children so that they can easily state the principles of communities and cultures and exchange 

them with children. In order to convert cities to places that children can growth and live better and their needs 
and rights to be met, their capabilities must be increased and assistive devices must be used. This is only 
possible by creating new locations based on group collaborations and interactions at different levels, local 
areas and social realms. A suitable urban space provides security, and an inappropriate urban space also 
eliminates it and causes all kinds of harms and social problems. In fact, public spaces such as passages, 
parks and playgrounds are an area for children to socialize. The main subject is that although the dimensions 
of child-friendly cities have been determined by UNICEF in 2007, its indicators need to be carefully 
explained and subsequently localized according to the cities of Iran, especially Mashhad metropolis. This 
research aims to investigate the current situation and the effectiveness of each indicators of child-friendly 
cities in Mashhad and then analyze the gap between the current and favorable situation and also Field 
observations are used. 

Methods: This is an applied, descriptive survey researh. CFC's theoretical principles and literature were 
reviewed using the documentary studies. Then, the indicators were extracted and localized using the 
dimensions stated in the last UNICEF Report (2007) and valid sources in this regard. In the first stage, the 
status was reviewed by a field visit. Data were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire in order to 
assess the status quo and the effectiveness of indicators from the perspective of parents with 6-12 year-old 
children and children in some child-based questions. The statistical population consisted of 13 Municipal 
Districts of Mashhad, Iran. Districts 1, 6, and 8 were selected as the sample using clustering based on the 
municipal income in 2014. District 1 represents rich class; District 8 shows semi-rich class; and District 6 
represents poor class. Data were analyzed by SPSS. To assess the hypothesis, firstly Kolmogorov-Smirnov 
Test was used in order to test the normality of the data and then T. test, Tukey test and ANOVA were 
employed to review the current situation and the impact indicators as well as the gap analysis. 

Results: The current situation of playground and green space index in Mashhad is not favorable. The current 
status of other indicators is higher than the standard number 3 and is in a relatively good condition. Also, 
gap analysis between the current and favorable status indicates that the children's health index with a 
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distance of -0.229 and the children's safety index with a distance of -0.229 are the lowest gap between the 
current and optimal status among the seven indicators of child-friendly city. 

Conclusion: The results of the current situation in Mashhad in the field of child-friendly city indicators 
showed that all indicators are slightly higher than the average number 3, with the exception of green space 
index, also, in terms of effectiveness of indicators, all the indicators identified by UNICEF, taking into 
account the local conditions in Mashhad metropolis, have a significant and positive effect on creating a 
child-friendly city. The results of gap analysis between the current and favorable situation indicate a 
significant difference between the current and favorable situation of green space and access to services 
indicators. The results of field observations generally indicate a moderate status. Safety and ease of 
movement and green spaces indicators that have been analyzed, are lower than the standards of UNICEF 
and measures taken in other cities, developed and developing countries. 
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