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Extended Abstract 

Objective: Almost there is an agreement between the social scholars and researchers on the strong effect 

of the living in the poor neighborhood on the reduction of the individual’s life chances because of the 

harmful outcomes of the poverty such as unemployment, disease, drug addiction, crime and delinquency.  

Moreover, there are a lot of studies in which the effect of the neighborhood conditions on social problems 

have been studied and based on the social disorganization theory they have shown that the structural 

characteristics of the neighborhood such as low economic status, high ethnic heterogeneity, high residential 

mobility and family disruption are related to the other social phenomena. The latest wave of the studies on 

“neighborhood effects” have been placed in the first raw of academic discussions and social policy. These 

studies have focused on social capital, including social networks and trust, as a mechanism through which 

neighborhood disadvantages implement their effects.   

This part of literature shows that living in the concentrated neighborhoods poverty reduces the availability 

of the residents to social capital and the low level of social capital in turn increases the density and 

accumulation of poverty. In fact, by adding inadequate social capital to the long list of the poor 

neighborhoods’ social problems, the residents’ situation will be more complicated and critical and they will 

experience such a critical and exhausting situation which makes escaping from poverty trap impossible for 

low income individuals and families. So, there is a mutual relation between poverty and lack of social 

capital. They interact and reinforce each other in particular geographical places and situations. This article 

aims to study the present status of two dimensions of social capital in the disadvantaged neighborhoods of 

Kerman: Structural (network of relationships) and cognitive (trust). Moreover, it tries to compare these two 

dimensions in disadvantaged and non disadvantaged neighborhoods and also to compare the disadvantaged 

one with national sample. 

Method: The present study is a descriptive – analytic research. Questionnaire has been used for gathering 

information. The sample is 404 individuals selected through multi-stage cluster sampling in three deprived 

and marginal neighborhoods in Kerman. Also the national survey of measuring the country’s social capital 

and the complementary research on the non- deprived neighborhoods in Kerman are used to compare the 

social capitals in the samples.  

It’s necessary to mention that the sample size in two studies on advantaged neighborhoods in kerman and 

in national level are respectively 400 and 14200 individuals. The data and findings of these two studies let 

us to compare the mean of the structural and cognitive dimensions of social capital in three groups in the 

disadvantaged, advantaged and national samples. 

Results: The results of T-test shows that, in collective level, the amount of structural social capital in 

deprived neighborhoods is significantly lower than the non-deprived ones. These findings indicate that the 

relationship of the residents of deprived neighborhoods with the individuals who belong to the higher 

social-economic status, in comparison to the residents of the non-deprived neighborhoods, is significantly 

lower. 
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The limitation of the relationship domain of the residents in the disadvantaged neighborhoods with the 

professionals reduces the possibility of their economic success and social mobility. Moreover, the limited 

domain of personal network of the residents in the institutionalized frameworks causes that their voices not 

heard and their real needs and demands not be reflected in the public organizations and institutions and also 

they cannot play role in policy making, planning and performing the programs by the governmental section. 

Moreover, the findings show that the amount of public and organizational trust (bridging social capital) of 

the deprived neighborhoods in comparison to the national sample which include all of the social classes 

and groups is significantly lower. This fact might make trouble in the cooperation of the deprived 

individuals with the public organizations and institutions for empowerment and improvement in their life. 

Also the findings indicate that the trust of the residents of the deprived neighborhoods in their relatives is 

more than the average level of the society.  This dimension of social capital just helps to the residents’ 

subsistence and their ability to adopt to poverty. It does not help to their economic success. 

Conclusion: At last, the findings, in personal level, show that the variables such as age, education and 

income, have significant association to the structural social capital and the perception of justice and equality 

have significant relationship to cognitive social capital. These findings just point to two main points. First, 

there is a synergy between cultural capital (education), economic capital (income) and the disadvantaged 

residents’ domain of personal networks. Second, when the disadvantaged individuals feel that society does 

not behave fairly, the organizational and public trust among them will be reduced. But if they feel that 

society behaves fairly, the organizational and public trust among them will be increased.   

Keywords: Structural and Cognitive Social Capital, Bridging-Bonding Social Capital, Network Poverty, 

Organizational Trust. 

  

 

 

Received: July 18, 2019          Reviewed:  September 18, 2019       Accepted: October 04, 2019         Published Online: March 20, 2020 

 
Citation: Amirkafi, M (2020). A study of the condition of social capital in disadvantaged neighborhoods (Case study: Kerman 

city). Journal of Urban Social Geography, 7(1), 125-150. (In Persian) 
 
DOI: 10.22103/JUSG.2020.2008 

 

References:  

Belge, Ceren and Lisa Blaydes (2014). Social Capital and Dispute Resolution in Informal Areas of Cairo 

and Istanbul, Studies in Comparative International Development, vol. 49. Issue. 4, pp. 448-476. (In 

English) 

Briggs, Xavier De Souza (1998) Brown kids in white suburbs: Housing Mobility and the many Faces of 

Social Capital, Housing Policy Debate, 9 (1): 177-221. (In English) 

Brisson, Daniel S. and Charles L. Usher (1998). Bonding Social Capital in Low-Income neighborhoods, 

family relations, 54: 644-653. (In English) 

Castiglione, Dario, Jan W. Van Deth and Guglielmo Wolleb (2008). The Handbook of Social Capital, 

Oxford University Press. (In English) 

Christakopoulou, S, Jon, D., Aikaterini, G (2001). The Community Well- Being Questionnaire: 

Theoretical context and initial Assessment of its Reliability and validity, Social Indicators Research, 

Vol. 56, PP. 321-351. (In English) 

http://10.0.86.87/JUSG.2019.1966


3                Amirkafi, M  (2020)                Urban Social Geograghy, 7(1), 125–150         

                     English Extended Abstract              Open access fultex paper in persian:               DOI: 10.22103/JUSG.2020.2008  
 

 

 

 
 

Curley, Alexandra M. (2010). Neighborhood institutions, Facilities, and public space: A missing link for 

Hope VI Residents’ Development of Social Capital? A Journal of Policy Development and Research, 

Vol. 12, No.1, pp. 33-63. (In English) 

Dominguez, Silvia, and Celeste Watkins (2003). Creating Networks for Survival and Mobility: Social 

Capital among African –American and Latin- American Low- Income Mothers, Social Problems, 50 

(1) :111- 135. (In English) 

Ferlander, sara (2007). the Importance of Different forms of Social Capital for Health, Acta sociologica, 

vol. 50(2): 115-128. (In English) 

Fernandes, Roberto M. and David Harris (1992) Social Isolation and the Underclass, PP. 257-293. In 

Drugs, Crime and Social Isolation, edited by Adele V. Harrell and George E. Peterson, Washington, 

DC: the urban institute. (In English) 

Haines, Valerie A., John J. Beggs, Jeanne.S, H (2011) Neighborhood Disadvantage, Network Social 

Capital, and Depressive Symptoms, Journal of Health and Social Behavior, vol. 52, No. 1, pp. 58-73. 

(In English) 

Joseph, Mark L., Robert J. Chaskin and Henry S. Webber (2007). the theoretical Basis for Addressing 

Poverty through Mixed- income Development, Urban Affairs Review, vol. 42, No. 3, PP. 369- 409. (In 

English) 

Kearns, A., Ray, F (2000). Social Cohesion and Multilevel Urban Governance, Urban Studies, vol. 37, 

No. 5-6, PP. 995-1017. (In English) 

kleinhans, R., Hugo, P., GodFried, E (2007). Understanding Social Capital in Recently Restructured 

Urban Neighborhoods: two case studies in Rotterdam, Urban Studies, Vol. 44, No. 5/6, PP 1069-1091. 

(In English) 

Nahapiet, J., Sumantra, Gh (1998). Social Capital, Intellectual Capital, and the Organizational 

advantage, Academy of management Review, vol. 23, No, 2, PP. 242-266. (In English) 

Osterling, K.L (2007). Social Capital and Neighborhood poverty, Journal of Human Behavior in the Social 

Environment, vol. 16, No. 1-2, PP-123 -147. (In English) 

Peterson, George E., Adele V. Harrell (1992) introduction: inner- city isolation and opportunity, In 

Drugs, Crime and Social Isolation, edited by Adele V. Harrell and George E. Peterson, Washington, 

DC: the urban institute. (In English) 

Poortinga, W (2006). Social Relations or Social Capital? Individual and Community Health Effects of 

Bonding Social Capital, Social Science Med, Vol. 63, No.1, PP. 255-270. (In English) 

Rankin, Bruce H., James M.Q (2000) Neighborhood Poverty and the Social Isolation of Inner- city 

African American Families, Social Forces, Vol. 79, No. 1.PP. 139-164. (In English) 

Raudenbush, D (2016). I Stay by Myself: social support, distrust, and selective solidarity among the 

urban poor. Sociological forum, vol. 31, no.4, pp. 1018-1039. (In English) 

Ross, Catherine E. (2011) collective Threat, Trust, and the Sense of Personal Control, Journal of Health 

and Social Behavior, 52 (3): 287-296. (In English) 

http://10.0.86.87/JUSG.2019.1966


4                Amirkafi, M  (2020)                Urban Social Geograghy, 7(1), 125–150         

                     English Extended Abstract              Open access fultex paper in persian:               DOI: 10.22103/JUSG.2020.2008  
 

 

 

 
 

Ross, Catherine E., John M., Shana, P (2001). powerlessness and the Amplification of Threat: 

Neighborhood Disadvantage, Disorder, and Mistrust, American sociological Review, Vol. 66, PP. 

568-591. (In English) 

Ross. Catherine E., E., john R. Reynolds and karlyn J. Geis (2000). the Contingent Meaning of 

Neighborhood stability for Resident’s psychological well- being, American sociological review, vol. 

65, PP. 581-597. (In English) 

Rustiadi, E., Ahmadriswan, N (2017). Can Social Capital Investment Reduce Poverty in Rural Indonesia? 

International journal of Economics and Financial Issues, 7 (2), 109-117. (In English) 

Saegert, S., Phillip Thompson, J., Mark.R., W (2001). Social Capital and Poor Communities, New York: 

Russell sage Foundation. (In English) 

Sari, F (2012). Analysis of Neighborhood Effects and Work Behaviour: Evidence from paris, Housing 

studies, vol. 27, No.1, pp. 45-76. (In English) 

Silvey, R., Rebecca., E (2003). Engendering Social Capital: women workers and Rural- Urban Networks 

in Indonesia’s crisis, world Development, vol. 31, issue. 5, PP. 865-879. (In English) 

Smith, S.S (2010). Race and trust, Annual Review of Sociology, vol.36, pp. 453-475. (In English) 

Tigges, L.M., Irene, B., Gary P, Green (1998) Social Isolation of the Urban Poor: Race, Class and 

Neighborhood Effects on Social Resources, the sociological Quarterly, Vol, 39, No. 1, pp. 53-77. (In 

English) 

Van Eijk, G (2010). Does Living in a poor Neighborhood result in Network Poverty? A study on Local 

Networks, locality-based relationships and Neighborhood settings, Journal Hous and the Built environ, 

vol. 25, PP. 467-480. (In English) 

Van Ham, M., David, M., Nick, B., Ludi, S., Duncan, M (2012). Neighbourhood Effects Research: New 

Perspective, in M Van Ham et al. (eds.), Neighbourhood Effects Research: New Perspective, Springer. 

(In English)   

Volker, B., Gerald, M., Veronique, S (2013). Neighborhood Social Capital and Residential Mobility in M 

Van Ham et al. (eds.), understanding Neighborhood Dynamic: New Insights for Neighborhood 

effects research, springer. (In English) 

Wacquant loic, J.D., William Julius, W (1989). the cost of Racial and Class Exclusion in the inner city. 

Annals of the American Academy of political and social science 105: 8- 25. (In English) 

Wilson, William, J (1987). The truly disadvantaged: the inner city, the underclass and public policy, 

university of Chicago press. (In English) 

Wilson, William, J (2013). Ccombating concentrated poverty in urban neighborhoods, journal of applied 

social science, 7 (2): 135-143. (In English) 

http://10.0.86.87/JUSG.2019.1966

