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Introduction: Security is considered one of the fundamental and primary human needs, as
the absence or lack of security not only imposes significant material and spiritual costs on
societies but also fosters feelings of insecurity among various social groups. In this context,
ensuring security for women, who are regarded as social assets, contributes to overall
development and progress. Therefore, the aim of the present study is to examine women's
sense of security in selected neighborhoods of District 4, Kerman city.

Data and Method: The research is descriptive-analytical in nature, and the WASPAS model,
a new technique with high efficiency and effectiveness in decision-making processes, was
used for data analysis. In this model, the higher the value of Qi the higher the rank assigned
to the neighborhood.

Results: The neighborhood of Sarasiab ranks first in terms of the lowest sense of security for
women, followed by the neighborhoods of Sarbaz and Towkalabad in second and third places,
respectively. Sarasiab achieved the first rank with values of A=0.769 and Qi=0.77, Sarbaz
ranked second with 2=0.997 and Qi=0.695, and Towkalabad ranked third with A=0.846 and
Qi=0.416 in terms of insecurity for women. Issues such as widespread migration, dilapidated
infrastructure, and inadequate lighting have made these neighborhoods unsafe for women.
Conclusion: Sarasiab neighborhood has the lowest level of women's sense of security, while
Towkalabad offers better conditions for women's security compared to the other two

neighborhoods.
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Introduction

This research aims to evaluate and rank the perceived security of women in selected neighborhoods of
District 4 in Kerman, Iran, using the WASPAS (Weighted Aggregated Sum Product Assessment) multi-
criteria decision-making model. The study emerges from the increasing concerns surrounding gender-based
urban insecurity, especially the vulnerabilities that women face in public urban spaces. Given that the
perceived security of women influences their participation in public life, economic activities, and social
interactions, understanding the key factors that contribute to women’s sense of security in urban
environments is essential. This paper seeks to answer the following questions: (1) what is the current state
of perceived security for women in the selected neighborhoods of Kerman? (2) Which neighborhood
demonstrates the highest and lowest levels of perceived security for women based on physical, spatial, and
socio-environmental indicators?

Data and Method

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, combining documentary-library methods with
quantitative field data. Initially, seven main criteria and twelve sub-criteria influencing women’s perceived
security in urban public spaces were identified through a review of relevant literature (e.g., land use
diversity, pedestrian safety, environmental legibility, natural/artificial surveillance, familiarity with space,
day-night vitality, and spatial reputation). Data were collected through expert interviews and a Delphi-based
questionnaire. The WASPAS (Weighted Aggregated Sum Product Assessment) model—a high-efficiency
multi-criteria decision-making technique—was employed to prioritize and rank three neighborhoods:
Sarasiyab, Sarbaz, and Tavakolabad. In this model, higher Qi values indicate better security conditions.
Shannon entropy was used to determine the objective weights of criteria, and normalization was applied to
handle positive and negative indicators

Discussion and Results

The analysis revealed that Sarasiyab neighborhood had the lowest perceived security for women, ranking
first with A = 0.769 and Qi = 0.77, suggesting it had the highest insecurity among the studied areas. Sarbaz
ranked second with A = 0.997 and Qi = 0.695, while Tavakolabad ranked third with A = 0.846 and Qi =
0.416, indicating it had the highest level of perceived security. The findings pinpointed several key factors
contributing to the insecurity of women in Sarasiyab, including inadequate lighting at night, low levels of
natural surveillance, limited availability of public transportation after dark, high spatial anonymity, and
negative social reputations of certain zones. These elements exacerbate women's feelings of insecurity and
limit their mobility in the area, particularly during nighttime.

Conversely, Tavakolabad showed the best performance in terms of women's perceived security. The
neighborhood benefits from higher familiarity, stronger community engagement, and a more legible urban
layout. These factors foster a sense of safety and enable women to use public spaces without undue fear or
anxiety. Sarbaz, although not the worst-performing neighborhood, still exhibited significant issues in terms
of social reputation and safety infrastructure, which contributed to a lower security score than Tavakolabad.
The study underscores the complex relationship between urban design, social dynamics, and perceived
security. It highlights that security is not only about policing but also the physical and social fabric of urban
spaces. The findings suggest that urban spaces with better environmental legibility, higher levels of natural
surveillance, mixed land uses, and stronger community ties tend to be perceived as safer by women. On the
other hand, areas with high levels of spatial anonymity, poor maintenance, and weak social cohesion tend
to foster insecurity.
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In particular, Sarasiyab and Sarbaz suffer from factors such as poor urban design, the prevalence of informal
settlements, a lack of community oversight, and the presence of vulnerable or transient populations, which
heighten feelings of insecurity among women. These neighborhoods also face challenges such as inadequate
street lighting, poor urban infrastructure, and a lack of accessible public transport, all of which further
exacerbate women’s sense of vulnerability.

On the other hand, Tavakolabad has relatively better infrastructure, more community involvement, and a
safer, more integrated urban space. The findings suggest that Tavakolabad’s improved security conditions
are due to these factors, which create an environment where women feel more confident and comfortable
navigating public spaces.

Conclusion:

The research concludes that there are significant disparities in the perceived security of women across the
three neighborhoods studied in Kerman. Security is not simply about the presence of law enforcement but
also the design, accessibility, and social dynamics of urban spaces. To improve women’s perceived security,
urban planners should prioritize interventions that enhance environmental legibility, ensure the provision of
public spaces that are both accessible and secure, and promote natural surveillance through community
engagement and increased public activity. The study emphasizes the need for gender-sensitive urban
planning. Recommendations include improving street lighting, enhancing pedestrian safety, providing better
public transport, and encouraging mixed-use development that supports day and night activities.
Additionally, fostering a positive social reputation for neighborhoods through community-driven initiatives
can contribute to reducing feelings of insecurity among women. Kerman’s urban policies should move
beyond reactive approaches to security, focusing instead on proactive, spatially informed strategies that
prioritize the safety and well-being of vulnerable groups, particularly women.
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