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Introduction: This study aimed to investigate the structural typology of historical mosques in
Kerman, Iran, with an emphasis on the interaction between climatic and socio-cultural factors in
shaping their spatial organization. Considering the pivotal role of mosques in the physical and
social structure of Iranian-Islamic cities, analyzing their architectural forms can serve as a key to
understanding the contextual foundations of vernacular architecture. Accordingly, this study
adopted a contextual and interpretive approach to classify the spatial patterns of Kerman’s historical
mosques and to explain their correlation with climatic conditions and cultural-neighborhood
components.

Data and Method: The research method was descriptive-analytical, based on a qualitative research
approach. Data collection was conducted through a combination of documentary studies, map
analysis, aerial photographs from 1956, and field observations. The statistical population included
all historical mosques located within the Qajar-period walled boundary of Kerman, constructed up
to the end of the Qajar era.

Results: The findings indicated that the dominant typology among neighborhood mosques in
Kerman is the columned hypostyle hall type, lacking both a central courtyard and a domed
sanctuary, a simple, functional, and community-oriented form. This spatial pattern appears to stem
more from local social structures, endowment and charitable traditions, and the indigenous
economy, rather than direct adaptation to the hot and arid climate of the region. In contrast, urban
mosques such as the Jameh Mosque of Mozaffari and Malek Mosque exhibit four-iwan layouts and
domed chambers, reflecting formal architectural traditions. To compare the influence of climatic
and geographical factors with socio-cultural determinants, mosques located in adjacent climatic
zones were also briefly examined.

Conclusion: The results demonstrated that socio-cultural factors played a more decisive role than
climatic factors in shaping the spatial forms of Kerman’s mosques. The city’s architecture,
particularly at the neighborhood scale, represents a prominent example of vernacular and
community-based architecture within the historic urban fabrics of Iran.
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Introduction

This study examined the typology of historical mosques in Kerman and investigated the influence
of climatic, cultural, and social factors on the formation of their spatial structures. The main
objective was to identify the architectural types of Kerman’s historical mosques with a focus on
the reciprocal interaction between climatic and socio-cultural factors in shaping their spatial
organization. The research seeks to answer the central question: How have climatic and socio-
cultural factors influenced the typology of historical mosques in Kerman, and what is the dominant
architectural pattern among them? The main hypothesis posited that, in the historical mosques of
Kerman, particularly neighborhood-scale examples, the spatial organization reflects indigenous
socio-cultural factors more strongly than climatic conditions. Accordingly, the columned hypostyle
hall without a courtyard emerges as the predominant typology.

Data and Method

The study employed a descriptive-analytical methodology combined with an interpretive-historical
approach, aiming to explore the architectural structure, meaning, and form of mosques within their
specific temporal and spatial contexts. The statistical population included all historical mosques
located within the historic fabric of Kerman (the Qajar-era walled precinct), constructed up to the
end of the Qajar period. Due to the limited number of samples, a census sampling method was
adopted. Data were collected using a mixed approach, combining library-based and field methods.
Sources included historical documents, travelogues, specialized architectural texts, academic
articles, historical maps, field surveys, architectural documentation of spaces, sketches, and
analysis of 1956 aerial photographs. In the data analysis phase, the fundamental spatial elements
of the mosques, hypostyle halls (shabestan), iwans, domed chambers, and courtyards were
identified, and dominant patterns in spatial organization were classified. Subsequently, considering
Kerman’s climatic context and urban socio-cultural traditions, a typological categorization of the
mosques was developed. In the final stage, the identified types were compared with climatically
similar cases in Yazd, Isfahan, Fars, and Khorasan, to analyze the similarities and differences and
to determine the relative influence of climatic versus cultural factors.

Results

The findings indicated that the historical mosques of Kerman can be categorized into three
functional scales: Urban Jameh (Congregational) Mosques, Bazaar Mosques, and Neighborhood
Mosques. Each category exhibits distinct physical and spatial patterns. Based on structural form,
Kerman’s mosques can be grouped into three principal types: (1) Four-Iwan mosques with a domed
chamber (e.g., Malek Mosque), (2) Single-Iwan mosques with hypostyle halls (e.g., Bazaar-e Shah
Mosque), and (3) Hypostyle mosques without a courtyard (e.g., Malek Dinar, Pakoteng, and Haj
Aga Ali Mosques). The analysis of spatial elements revealed that the columned hypostyle hall
appears in nearly all mosques and plays a dominant role in spatial organization. Therefore, the
prevailing typology among Kerman’s neighborhood mosques is the hypostyle hall without a central
courtyard. Unlike the four-iwan courtyard typology common in central Iran, this type lacks a
central open space or a pronounced iwan, emphasizing instead a closed, simple, and introspective
prayer space.

A comparative analysis with mosque typologies in Yazd, Isfahan, Fars, and Khorasan, regions with
similar climatic conditions, demonstrated that, despite comparable environmental settings, local
socio-cultural factors in Kerman played the decisive role in shaping mosque architecture. The
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neighborhood social structure, endowment systems, local patrons, and functional community needs
guided mosque design toward a simple, utilitarian, and vernacular architectural expression.
The historical mosques of Kerman, particularly at the neighborhood level, thus represent authentic
examples of people-oriented architecture, less influenced by formal governmental models and
more by everyday life patterns and the socio-economic realities of their communities.

Conclusion

Although the architectural typology of Kerman’s mosques cannot be analyzed solely based on
formal or climatic criteria, their spatial form emerges from the interaction of cultural, social,
economic, and historical factors. The hypostyle hall, often found without a courtyard, is a common
feature in neighborhood mosques, reflecting popular culture and the micro-scale local economies.
The final analysis suggested that while climate acts as a condition, culture serves as the determining
factor. The architecture of these mosques is hence a cultural adaptation, not merely a climatic
response, rooted in local economy, neighborhood order, and religious customs. This study
emphasized that the conservation and restoration of Kerman’s historical mosques should not focus
solely on their physical or ornamental values, but must be grounded in a profound understanding
of their functional, cultural, and social significance. As key elements of traditional urban social
structures, neighborhood mosques have historically served roles beyond mere religious worship,
and their revitalization within contemporary urban regeneration projects should prioritize the
reactivation of their social functions.
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