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Introduction: The historical texture of the Mosque of Bonab Square is exposed to various
threats and damages that not only threaten the aesthetic appeal and historical value of this
structure, but also affect the cultural identity of the city.

Data and Method: The study employed a descriptive survey approach according to its nature
and data collection procedure, and was developmental-applied in terms of purpose. To screen
the identified variables, the fuzzy Delphi technique was utilized, which confirmed the
classification of 23 sub-factors into 6 main factors based on expert consensus. Then, the
DANP method, which is a combination of "DEMATEL" and “fuzzy-ANP" techniques, was
employed for analysis. The statistical population of the current study comprised 30 experts in
urban affairs, municipality, and improvement and renovation, as well as university professors
familiar with this subject. Data were collected through questionnaires.

Results: The analysis indicated that the environmental dimension with a score of 0.186925
has the greatest weight, followed by the physical dimension with a score of 0.1795086,
communication (access) with a score of 0.171332, social, economic, and cultural dimensions
with a score of 0.17017, urban landscape with a score of 0.161357, and management with a
score of 0.126786, ranking second to sixth.

Conclusion: The results underscore the significance of prioritizing the identified problems in
guiding efforts to restore the damaged texture and reduce its inefficiency. Thus, urban authorities
are required to take action based on this prioritization.
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Introduction

Historical structures are invaluable treasures of a nation's cultural and architectural identity. These
structures contain significant information about history, lifestyle, and construction methods in past periods.
Historical structures are urban heritages, embodying irreplaceable relics from the past that can help
communities become aware of their cultural and past values. Preserving these structures, in addition to
arousing national pride and creating a sense of identity, enhances the quality of life. However, despite the
importance of these structures, they have been worn out and destroyed for various reasons, including the
passage of time, lack of proper maintenance, changes in use, and natural factors. As one of the serious
challenges in many cities, they not only severely affect the quality of life of residents, but also have negative
effects on urban sustainability and sustainable development. These textures, which are often situated in the
central areas of cities, have been destroyed due to various factors, including age, lack of proper maintenance,
changes in use, and population growth. Historical and worn-out urban textures are like wounds on the body
of cities that not only overshadow the aesthetic appeal of the city but also pose numerous problems and
challenges.

In this regard, analyzing the challenges of the historical texture, like diagnosing a disease in a patient, is the
first and most important step in the restoration process. This stage, by accurately identifying the problems
and challenges in the texture, paves the way for the development of effective and sustainable intervention
programs. Analysis of the challenges helps accurately identify the problems and prioritize the necessary
steps to resolve them. It will also focus resources and efforts on the most important issues. By accurately
identifying the problems and prioritizing them, it is possible to design and implement appropriate and
efficient intervention programs. In addition, it helps identify the challenges and obstacles ahead in the
restoration process and plan to deal with them. The results can be used as documentation to justify the need
for financial resources and attract investors.

The Mosque of Bonab Square is a significant historical and religious monument of Bonab, a city in East
Azerbaijan Province, Iran. Like many other historical structures, it is exposed to various threats and damages
that not only threaten the aesthetic appeal and historical value of this structure, but also affect the cultural
identity of the city. The significance of the present study stems from the recognition of the value and
importance of the historical texture of the Mosque of Bonab Square as one of the most important
architectural and urban spaces of the past and from concerns over its challenges and problems in its current
disorganized situation as well as the need to priortize them to restore this historical texture. Accordingly,
this study aimed to identify and prioritize the problems affecting the restoration of this valuable structure,
determine the status of the existing problems in the restoration of this historically valuable structure, and
develop plans for its preservation. Therefore, the study sought to answer the following question: How are
the problems in different dimensions prioritized in terms of their impact on the inefficiency of the historical
texture of the Mosque of Bonab Square?

Data and Method

Given that the main objective of the study was to analyze the problems affecting the efficiency of the historical
fabric of the Mosque of Bonab Square with a restoration approach using the DEMATEL method grounded in
network analysis, the exploratory mixed-methods research approach was utilized. This approach begins with
qualitative methods and then adopts quantitative research methods. The statistical population comprised
experts in urban affairs in the municipality and the improvement and renovation sector, as well as university
professors (Departments of Architecture and Urban Planning) holding a master's degree or higher.

Results

Through a comprehensive literature review, this study identified the problems affecting the efficiency of the
historical texture of the Mosque of Bonab Square with a restoration approach. Then, to localize the factors, a
questionnaire was provided to 30 experts in urban affairs, municipality, and improvement and renovation, as
well as university professors familiar with the subject. Based on the prioritization of the criteria examined in
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the study, the highest weight was given to the accumulation of surface water and the lack of suitable facilities
for its disposal (Z3) with a score of 0.063498, noise and air pollution from passing traffic (Z4) with a score of
0.063287, and environmental damage due to lack of compliance with public health measures in the square
space (Z1) with a score of 0.059905. These damages have been ranked first to third among the problems
affecting the efficiency of the historical texture of the Mosque of Bonab Square with a restoration approach.
The social damages to the texture of the adjacent residential neighborhood due to unplanned constructions
(MO2) with a score of 0.021395, physical and value damages to the texture due to lack of compliance with
the regulations related to the protection and restoration of historical textures and buildings (MO1) with a score
of 0.024912, and inappropriate constructions and disruption of the skyline of the square (M1) with a score of
0.030049, showed the lowest scores, emphasizing the need for urgent attention from the authorities.

Conclusion

The results underscore the significance of prioritizing the identified problems in guiding efforts to restore the
damaged texture and reduce its inefficiency. Thus, urban authorities are required to take action based on this
prioritization.
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