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Introduction: The concept of livable cities is a primary concern for policymakers, urban
planners, and managers, and the overarching goal of urban planning is to transform urban
spaces into a livable environment for residents. This study aimed to assess the levels of
livability across various urban districts in Khorramabad, Iran.

Data and Method: This was an applied, descriptive-analytical study. Data were collected
through documentary (library research) and field (questionnaire-based) methods. The
collected data were analyzed using the one-sample t-test, conducted via SPSS software. To
rank the urban districts based on their livability performance, the VIKOR multi-criteria
decision-making method was employed.

Results: Findings revealed that out of the nine evaluated indices, only three—public
education, health, and place attachment— indicated relatively acceptable conditions in
Khorramabad. However, other indices reflected significant deficiencies according to
residents. Besides, assessing urban districts based on total indices showed that only one area
(district 6) out of 24 was deemed to have favorable livability, while the status of the remaining
districts ranged from tolerable to unsatisfactory.

Conclusion: Overall, the results suggested that urban management in Khorramabad has not
yet achieved satisfactory outcomes in enhancing urban livability indices.
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English Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, the concepts of city and citizenship have become the most important issues affecting the quantitative and
qualitative dimensions of human life. Although the city was recognized as significant in its general sense in
earlier periods, in the contemporary era, this significance has been perceived by a wider range of people and a
broader spectrum of specialists. Identifying the strengths, potentials, and weaknesses of different cities and
examining the sustainability of each urban area have become a necessity for formulating any urban planning and
development plans. Therefore, addressing new urban theories, each aimed at solving urban problems, improving
the qualitative and quantitative dimensions of citizens' lives in cities, and advancing the city towards betterment,
is gaining increasing significance. One such emerging theory is urban livability, which has gained prominence
within urban planning discourse. Like other modern urban planning theories, urban livability serves as a factor
guiding efforts to address the existing urban problems and deficiencies and achieve economic welfare, social
health, and sustainable urban development. It also functions as a critical criterion for assessing the status of cities
and their regions in terms of quality of life. Therefore, this study aimed to evaluate the indicators of urban
livability in the 24 districts of Khorramabad, Iran. The central research questions are: What are the most and least
desirable indicators of urban livability? How does desirability vary across different urban districts?

Data and Method

This was an applied, descriptive-analytical study. Data were collected through documentary and field
(questionnaire-based) methods. To develop the theoretical foundations and urban livability indices, the library or
documentary information collection method was utilized. A total of 64 indices, grouped into 9 categories, were
extracted. The statistical population consisted of residents in Khorramabad, Iran, with a sample size of 384
individuals, determined using Cochran’s formula, who were selected via systematic sampling. Data analysis
involved inferential statistical techniques, specifically the independent samples t-test, conducted via SPSS
software. To rank the urban districts based on their livability performance, the VIKOR multi-criteria decision-
making method was employed. The scoring of items adhered to criteria established in international livability
literature (Economist).

Results

Findings showed that, from the residents’ perspective, Khorramabad exhibits an overall unsatisfactory level of
urban livability. Out of the nine evaluated indices, only three—public education, health, and place attachment—
demonstrated relatively acceptable conditions. Conversely, other indices reflected significant deficiencies in the
residents’ perceptions. The most pronounced dissatisfaction was associated with the leisure time index, which
scored 1.77, marking the lowest level of satisfaction among citizens. Furthermore, perceptions of other
dimensions such as security, participation, urban services, pollution, and physical aspects indicated that urban
development and planning were unsatisfactory, failing to realize the desired urban livability indices and gain
citizens' satisfaction, pointing to potential urban instability and diminished livability. Moreover, assessing urban
districts based on total indices showed that only one area (district 6) out of 24 was deemed to have favorable
livability, while the status of the remaining districts ranged from tolerable to unsatisfactory, according to
residents. This dissatisfaction with livability was much more severe in urban district 21, which residents
identified as being in an emergency and intolerable state, necessitating immediate interventions.

Conclusion

Overall, urban management in Khorramabad has not successfully achieved desirable levels of urban livability.
The spatial distribution of livability services in this city has not been in line with spatial justice, with peripheral
districts of the city, especially in the southern areas, experiencing lower livability scores compared to central
areas. Moreover, concerning urban development, only three indices received favorable evaluations from
residents, while the other six indices were deemed unsatisfactory.
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