b

Shahid Babomar
University of Kermnn

Online ISSN: 2645-7784

Urban Social Geography

Homepage: hrps:/jusgukacir

Evaluation and Analysis of Factors Affecting the Sense of Social Security in

the Metropolis of Isfahan

Ahmad Hajarian'®

L Post PhD, Department of Geography, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran. E-mail: a.hajarian@Itr.ui.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:
Received: 26 May 2024

Revised: 14 October 2024
Accepted: 07 January 2025
Published online: 21 March 2025

Keywords:

Social security,

structural equations,
geographic information system,

metropolis of Isfahan.

Introduction: Security affects all aspects of societal life, both directly and indirectly. One of
its most important dimensions is social security, including financial, personal, occupational,
and moral security. Examining and measuring the indicators of social security was the main
issue of the present study. This study adopted an applied-developmental approach and a
descriptive-analytical method and aimed to evaluate the factors affecting social security in
the metropolis of Isfahan.

Data and Method: The required data were collected using library research and field surveys
at the household level. The sample size was estimated at 315 households using Cochran's
formula. Utilizing quantitative and statistical methods, including multiple regression analysis
in SPSS, structural equation modeling (SEM) in LISREL, and fuzzy multivariate analysis in
GIS, the level of social security was investigated, and components effective in the study area
were prioritized.

Results: The findings indicated that in terms of social security indicators, financial,
occupational, personal, and cultural dimensions, with weights of 0.511%, 0.456%, 0.287%,
and 0.266%, respectively, emerged as the most critical factors contributing to the social
security of the metropolis of Isfahan. The percentages highlight the greater significance of
financial security compared to other dimensions.

Conclusion: The metropolis of Isfahan exhibited medium to high levels of social security,
with the largest area, 151 square kilometers, classified within the high and very high security
categories.
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English Extended Abstract

Introduction

Although security is a critical issue, many sociologists emphasize that the sense of security is more important
and necessary than its existence. Currently, the subjective dimension of security (the sense of security) has
gained undeniable significance, and many experts argue that the feeling of security is more important than its
actual existence, with some suggesting that the feeling of security surpasses its objective existence. The sense
of security is a psychological, value-laden, cultural, familial, financial, occupational, intellectual, and personal
phenomenon that has various occupational, political, cultural, and social dimensions. This feeling is derived
from direct and indirect experiences of individuals about their conditions, situations, and surrounding
environments, and different people experience it in different ways. Accordingly, this study evaluated the
indicators of the sense of social security across four occupational, financial, personal, and cultural dimensions
in urban areas of Isfahan. Finally, the study proposed solutions to improve the sense of social security in the
studied area. Moreover, this study aimed to answer the following research questions: “To what extent do urban
spaces in Isfahan foster a sense of social security?” and “Which components contributed most significantly to
creating the sense of social security in Isfahan?” The innovative aspect of this study lies in the spatial analysis
of the indicators of the sense of social security and the region under study.

Data and Method

This was an applied-developmental study in purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature, adopting a correlation
analysis methodology. The required data were collected through library research and field surveys. The study
area was the metropolis of Isfahan. Data analysis comprised two stages. In the first stage, to measure the social
security status of the studied area, the sample size of the study was estimated at 315 households using
Cochran’s formula. In the second stage, after collecting the required data, to measure and rank the status of the
studied area, data were analyzed using multiple regression analysis, structural equation modeling (SEM), and
fuzzy multivariate analysis in SPSS, LISREL, and GIS. To assign weights to indicators and assess their impact
on social security, 20 experts and specialists were selected via the Delphi method, tailored to the research topic,
and the analytical hierarchy process (AHP) was employed through Expert Choice software.

Results

Factor loadings derived from the standardized model for the metropolis of Isfahan revealed that out of 54
components, 40 were identified as effective (varying in effect size). Specifically, all 15 occupational indicators,
11 out of 13 cultural indicators, 8 out of 13 financial security indicators, and 6 out of 13 personal security
indicators were retained as effective, and 14 components with coefficients below 0.3 percent were excluded.
Furthermore, it should be noted that in the occupational security indicator, job satisfaction exhibited the highest
correlation and influence, with a factor loading of 0.93. In the financial security dimension, asset diversification
with a factor loading of 0.73 percent and the use of mass media with a load of 0.91 percent were the most
prominent. Besides, in the cultural and personal security dimensions, physical and mental health, with an
impact factor of 0.77 percent, played the most crucial role. Social security levels were categorized into five
classes based on area: very low, low, medium, high, and very high. The metropolis of Isfahan in the medium
social security class showed the highest level with 4169.181 hectares. Moreover, the metropolis of Isfahan in
the high social security class exhibited the lowest level with 9393.29 hectares.

Conclusion

The results of the study indicated that Isfahan metropolis held a medium to high ranking in terms of personal,
financial, and cultural security, and ranked medium to low in terms of occupational security. Concerning social
security indicators in Isfahan metropolis, in order of priority, the financial indicator was 0.511 percent, the
cultural indicator was 0.456 percent, the personal indicator was 0.287 percent, and finally, the occupational
indicator was 0.266 percent. These results underscore the importance of the financial security indicator
compared to the other dimensions.
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